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Bringing the 
Horsemen 
Home 

Investor, groups planning for Rowley 
horse racing track to revive industry 
By Alex Sharpe 
Staff Writer 
     Rowley residents were recently told their small town would be 
receiving 300-400 new cars per day if a proposed plan for a massive 
race track is passed.  
The information was explained during a town meeting on Mon-

day, October 21, where a longtime Rowley citizen, Mr. Graham, 
voiced his concerns over the possible failure of the course, stating 
the project could become ñan economic Dunkirk.ò  
Over the past few years since the collapse of Suffolk Downs, the 

Massachusetts Thoroughbred Horsemenôs Association and the Row-
ley Group LLC have been searching for a place to put a new horse-
racing track. They finally settled on Rowley but are only in the be-
ginning steps of the process, as the town would have to change its 
current zoning laws.  

By Emily Howe 
Staff Writer 
In Massachusetts, there were approximately 

18,256 abortions in 2018, an immense drop since 
1979 when the numbers were as high as 44,044. 

 But now Massachusetts lawmakers are consid-
ering creating a bill that would modify abortion 
rights for women under age 18, which would pre-
vent women, depending on the circumstance, from 
being able to get an abortion. This bill would per-
mit an abortion after 24 weeks if the fetus is diag-
nosed with a fatal anomaly, but only if the woman's 
life or health is threatened. 
According to Planned Parenthood, ñA 1973 U.S 

Supreme Court case, Roe v. Wade. affirmed that 
access to safe and legal abortion is a constitutional 
right. But with senators confirming extreme con-
servatives to lifetime positions on federal courts-- 
including the Supreme Court-- Roe v. Wade is at 
risk like never before.ò   
The Landmark Roe v. Wade decision was the 

result of Norma McCorvey, known as ñJane Roe,ò 
filing documents as a 22 -year- old seeking to abort 
an unwanted pregnancy. But because she lived in 
Texas, the law didnôt permit her to do so.  
After McCorvey fought for what she wanted, 

the Supreme Court, on January 22 1973, ruled it the 
womanôs right to make her own medical decisions, 
allowing her to follow through with an abortion, 
which is protected under the 14th Amendment.  
Since Roe v. Wade womenôs right to abortion 

has constantly been under attack.  

According to Planned Parenthood,  ñSince 1976 
the Hyde Amendment has blocked federal Medi-
caid funding for abortion services (since 1994, 
there have been three extremely narrow exceptions: 
when continuing the pregnancy will endanger the 
patientôs life, or when the pregnancy results from 
rape or incest),ò which is often sometimes referred 
to as the óglobal gag ruleô in places such as Mexico 
City.  
Fairly recently, a new bill was established for 

even more restrictions on women getting abortions, 
mainly in southern states. The Heartbeat Bill would 
prohibit a woman from getting an abortion once a 
heartbeat is detected in the fetus, which can come 
as early as 5 İ - 6 weeks in the pregnancy. If a 
woman so chooses to still proceed with the opera-
tion, there are possible future consequences.  
According to Vox, ñThe bill also includes a 

penalty for those who perform abortions of up to 10 
years in prison. It doesnôt explicitly exempt women 
who perform their own abortions with drugs, lead-
ing to speculation about whether they would also 
be subject to criminal charges.ò 
Certain states have leniency on the time frame, 

how the pregnancy occurred, or just having approv-
al from either a doctor or a guardian, allowing 
women to continue forward with whatever decision 
they want. But with southern states cracking down, 
women now are forced to carry through with the 
pregnancy regardless of the circumstances.  
ñEssentially the heartbeat bill is saying that See 

ABORTION on page 2 

Southern States Increase  
Restrictions On Abortion 

New bill causes womenôs decisions to be more difficult regarding pregnancy 

Spectators attending a horse race are shown at a clubhouse similar in 
style to the proposed clubhouse, designed by Populous. 

The groups said they hope to ñbring our horsemen home,ò and 
revive the horseracing industry in the state.  
Residents came out in force, as the original town meeting was 

moved from the town hall to Pine Grove Elementary School due to 
the large turnout. Many in Rowley are worried about the repercus-
sions of this $60 million development, especially traffic and noise. 
One resident from 155 Daniels Road said, ñwhat youôre not talking 
about is what is traffic going to do and the carbon emissions to our 
respiratory, and our asthma and allergies, and health and well-
ness...what are the decibels in noise going to do to our physical and 
psychological beingéò 

 Not only could the project affect students in Rowley, but it has 
the potential to affect students in the surrounding areas as well. With 
so many cars coming in and out, it could force some students to 
wake up earlier in order to get to school on time, in addition to prac-
tices, work, and other extracurricular activities. 

 The attorney representing the groups, Robert Scarano, also de-
tailed the amount of traffic that would come with the track. He said 
that the 280 acre plot would contain one thousand parking spaces, 
with around 300-400 cars expected on race days. 
The track, if successful, could contribute to both the town budget 

and local farmers. The groups claim that it could generate $500 mil-
lion for the state, and over $250,000 per quarter towards the townôs 
budget. Additionally, the track could generate around 200 jobs, alt-
hough a portion of those will require people educated on equine re-
lated topics. However, some citizens expressed their worries that a 
portion of the money generated would be derived from a casino. 
Scarano assured them that there would be no casino involved, de-
spite almost all horse-racing tracks today being supported by some 
form of a casino. 
In addition to the amount of revenue that could be brought in, the 

facility will be built by the world-renowned architectural firm, Popu-
lous, which has created over 3,000 projects previously, including 60 
horse racing tracks. The clubhouse the company designed follows 
the structure of their other projects, with it being 100,000 square feet 
and a box-like shape with three floors. 
Nonetheless, the meeting and plan are still in the infant steps. 

Board of Selectmen Chairman Clifford Pierce told the attendants the 
board would first have to approve the land proposal, and then two-
thirds of registered voters would have to approve the necessary zon-
ing changes, which could take up to year. 
Lack of time is a possible problem for the developers. They only 

have a land deal for two years. 

See HORSES on page 2 

By Julia Casaletto 
Staff Writer     
     Triton students such as junior, Andrew Babine are 
tired of paying a dollar a day for parking when other 
schools in the area charge less than half the amount. 
     ñNot every kid has $180 lying around. Most students 
have to earn it themselves,ò said Babine. 
     With the cost of a parking pass for the school year 
being $180, many students have no choice but pay $1 a 
day for parking. With the ongoing fundraising event for 
the junior class, students will not be able to paint a 
parking spot without an annual pass.  
     Students can purchase a parking pass for the whole 
year for $180. However, since not all students can af-
ford the cost of a parking pass, they must pay $1 per 
day. One alternate proposal students raise was to pay 
per quarter or semester instead of once per year. 
     ñPaying by quarter or semester would make it more 
affordable for many students,ò said Babine.   
     Across America, a majority of a public schools 
charge students for parking, according to The San Die-
go Union Tribune. At Triton, students who drive to 
school have no choice but to purchase a parking pass or 
pay daily because there is nowhere else to park. Since 
Triton is a public school, the parking lots are paid for by 
taxpayers. However, ñ(Public schools) charge a fee be-
cause theyôre taking advantage of a captive market,ò 
according to Texasscorecard.com. Many students' par-
ents work full time and if they are not able to take the 
bus, driving themselves to school may be their only way 
of transportation, giving them no choice but to pay for 
parking, whether they can afford it or not.   
     Many public schools can take advantage of the fact 
that students will pay the cost of parking, no matter 
how expensive because it is the only place to park.  
    Schools in our area have the option to pay for parking in installments, such as at Georgetown High School. 
At Georgetown, the cost of parking is $30 for the entire year. In addition, Ipswich High School charges just 
$50 per year. These schools can afford parking lot maintenance such as plowing and putting down salt while 
Tritonôs parking is almost triple surrounding schoolôs costs.  

     See PARKING on page 2  

Inequality Found in THS  
Parking Fees Vs. Other Schools 
Other Local Students Pay Far Less for Parking 

A Google Earth view of Tritonôs front and side 
parking lots (Google Earth Image). 
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HORSES from page 1 
When speaking on the treatment of the so called ñequine ath-

letes,ò a veterinarian representing the group, Dr. Richard Sheehan, 
said óit is amazing to see how the horses are cared for...sometimes 
better than the people.ò 
Emotions throughout this 2 İ hour meeting ran high, and mul-

tiple times throughout the presentation laughter could be heard 
from the crowd. At one point, a man played a mimicking trumpet 
sound byte from his phone after a statement from Scarano. 
So far, Rowley has shown a large pushback against this pro-

posed track. The investor, John Grossi, has put thousands of dol-
lars into the project already, but the residents seem determined to 
topple his investment.  Any residents who wanted to further con-
tact groups were directed to the website 
www.rowleygroup2020.com, where questions can be directly an-
swered by a representative of the group. 

By Sophia Mailhoit 
Staff Writer 
Who done it? Thatôs the question that everyone 

will be asking this December when two fall plays 
come to the Triton stage. 
The fall plays this year are two one-act come-

dies, Clue and Lights! Camera! Murder!.  
 ñMurder mysteries are fun, and the audience 

loves murder mysteries,ò said Sharon Riordan, di-
rector of the fall plays, ñbecause we all want to 
know who done it.ò 
Clue, which is based off of the popular Hasbro 

board game, following all of its iconic characters. 
In the play, they must confront their blackmailer all 
while trying to stay alive with a murderer among 
them. 
ñI like how the writers were able to incorporate 

the classic parts of the board game,ò said senior 
Xander Heckman, who plays Mr. Green in Clue, 
ñlike all the murder weapons and each person being 
a color, while still making it so the audience is on 
the edge of their seats.ò 
The version of Clue that Triton is performing 

was written and performed by Pope John XXIII 
High School for the Massachusetts 
Educational Theatre Guild (METG) 
drama festival in 2017.  
Lights! Camera! Murder!, which 

was written by Riordan, is set in 1921 
on the set of a silent movie. Characters 
include Scarlet Monterey, Vladimir 
Dubadski, and D.B De Witt, who must 
figure out how to finish his movie all 
while someone is killing his actors. 
ñI think the show is really great,ò 

said junior Claudia Umanita, who 
plays Scarlett Monterey, ñitôs really 
cool that even though itôs been per-
formed two other times, each cast real-
ly brings something different. I love 
how many different ways a character 
can be played, depending on the actor 
thatôs playing them.ò 
Lights! Camera! Murder! was first performed in 

2016 as one of the two Triton fall plays. That year it 
was accompanied by At The Bottom Of Lake Mis-
soula. The show was performed again in 2019 as 
Tritonôs entry into the METG Drama Festival.  
While the shows are still in rehearsal and will 

not be performed until December, the cast is work-
ing hard each day to make the plays as perfect as 
possible.  
ñThe rehearsal process has been very interest-

ing,ò said junior Savannah Sweeney, who plays 
Vivian Devine in Lights! Camera! Murder!, and 
Yevett in Clue. Rehearsing two shows at once can 
be difficult sometimes, mostly on days where we 
rehearse both shows. Itôs nice that both are murder 
mysteries because they are the same style and the 
people in both donôt have to switch from super sad 
to funny.ò 
For the graduating seniors this will be their last 

Murder Mysteries Come to Triton 
A Behind-the-Scenes Look at Triton Theaterôs Two One-Act Plays 

fall play here at Triton. Like many seniors who are 
in the final season of various sports and clubs, they 
are taking the time to reflect on their four years. 
ñFrom theater I have learned how to be brave,ò 

said senior Bridget Tucker. ñThe biggest lesson I 
have learned is not to be insecure. Theater has 
helped me not care what people think of me.ò  
For those who are thinking about joining the 

theater program in the future, most of the cast will 
tell you to just do it. ñIf youôre interested in per-
forming and acting, you should definitely do the 
showsò said Sweeney.  
ñEven though it may seem hard at times itôs a 

really fun time, and Iôve made a family here and 
hopefully I can be their family as well,ò said Antho-
ny Mariniello, one of the two stage managers. 
Come support your peers as they perform in 

Clue and Light Camera Murder on  Thursday De-
cember 5, Friday December 6, and Saturday De-
cember 7 at 7 p.m. in the high school auditorium.  

By Alexandra Flodman 
Staff Writer 
Hiding it under 

their desks, students 
glance down at their 
phones in class. They 
keep their eyes 
trained on the teach-
er, betraying their 
attention to Mario 
Kart just below their 
line of sight.  
This bothers both 

teachers and parents. 
ñI donôt feel like 

teenagers should real-
ly have phones,ò said 
Triton Parent Lori 
Flodman. ñWe all 
managed when we 
didnôt have phone é 
For a long time we had a wall phone with a chord and we survived.ò 
The Screen Time feature on most phones tracks the amount of 

time that is spent on a userôs phone, and it even says how much time 
is spent on certain apps. It goes as far as reporting how many times a 
user checked their phone for notifications, versus how many notifica-
tions they actually got. This detailed analysis is available in settings, 
but there is also a quick update at the beginning of every week in 
notifications. The purpose of this feature is to alert users on how 
much time they are spending on their phones.  
With this newly developed awareness, users can set limits on the 

amount of time that is spent on a certain app. The goal is to help us-
ers eliminate their phone addiction. According to research conducted 
by Common Sense Media, 52 percent of teens think they are addicted 
to their phones.  
Triton Biology teacher Ms. Jamie Richards discussed her depend-

ency on her phone. ñIt says I spend about two hours per day,ò she 
reported. Richards noted that this number may seem minuscule com-
pared to others in her generation. She spends most of her time on 
Safari (the Internet), or her email, whereas others her age might 
spend more of their time on social media.  
Flodmanôs use was similar to Richardsô. ñMost of the time I 

spend on my phone is for work, or to talk to my kids who live far 
away,ò she said.  
Teenagers, however, have a different relationship with their cel-

lular device. Sophomore Christian OôConnell anticipates he spends 
about four hours per day on his phone, looking at either Instagram or 
Youtube. After he pulled up the statistics on his iPhone, he found he 
spent a daily average of five hours and 17 minutes on his phone. 
ñThis doesnôt surprise me at all,ò he said.  
Senior Naomi Bell guesses she spends between eight and 10 

hours a day on her phone. ñI definitely spend most of my time on Tik 
Tok and Instagram,ò she guessed.  

 In reality, she discovered that she spent a daily average of 7.5 
hours on her device, the most common apps being Youtube and 
Snapchat. She recommends teenagers spend at least 10 hours per day 
on their phone in order to stay connected to the social digital world.  
Considering these statistics, do teenagers have a healthy depend-

ency on their phones? ñYes, 100 percentò said Bell. ñItôs important 
to maintain that connection,ò she said.  
Richards, on the other hand, disagrees. ñMy students spend so 

much time on their phones, it's crazy. We never did that when I was 
in high school,ò she said. 
Richards utilizes the ñphone pocketsò that are in almost every 

classroom in Triton. Each student is required to put their phone in a 
pocket at the beginning of class, unless otherwise instructed. If they 
are caught using it without permission, their phone will instantly be 
taken away for the whole day. According to Common Sense Media, 
37 percent of students recognize they need to lower their phone us-
age, but they choose not to. Expert Holland Hiias suggests exercising 
when you feel the urge to go on your phone.  
"It's a vicious cycle and in order to break that cycle, you need to 

find the same unpredictability and stimulation which is out there if 
you are exercising,ò he said.  
Too much screen time can result in sleep disturbances, academic 

problems, and even obesity, according to The May Creation. Chil-
drenôs brains are still developing, and the excess amount of screen-
time can damage the frontal lobe. This damage can lead to issues 
with impulse control, as well as a childôs ability to show empathy 
and compassion.  
Reviewing screen time has alerted us to the extreme amount of 

time spent staring  at our phone screen, proving our addictions. ñIôm 
definitely addictedò said Bell. ñMy phone is a part of me.ò  

Truth Behind the Screen 
How Much Time we Spend on 
our Phones May be Surprising 

Junior Nathaniel Howard and Senior Marcel-
la Hubbard - Brucher secretly use their 
phones in class (Flodman photo). 

ABORTION from page 1 
once a fetus is able to have a heartbeat they want to make it so that abortion is off the table,ò said Ms. Margaret 
Flaherty, the gender studies teacher here at Triton. 

 ñThe issue with heartbeat bills, one, is that heart cells start beating right as they touch another heart cell. 
The other thing is that often women donôt know theyôre pregnant that early because heartbeats can start as ear-
ly as a month and a half.ò 
According to Landmark Cases of the U.S Supreme Court, there are loopholes in the restrictions: ñFor the 

stage subsequent to viability, the State in promoting its interest in the potentiality of human life may, if it 
chooses, regulate, and even proscribe, abortion except where it is necessary, in appropriate medical judgment, 
for the preservation of the life or health of the mother.òIn order mothers to take part in the procedures in states 
that follow the strict laws, her life must be in danger or a doctor must approve of the situation. 
In most other states, however, the right to choose an abortion is between the mother and their doctor, but it 

relies heavily on a doctorôs decision. While women are not completely shut out of getting an abortion when 
under the new restrictions, it is also no longer solely their decision to make. 
Critics of the stricter legislation say womenôs rights to personal privacy, including abortion decisions, must 

not overlooked. ñWe will take this to court and ensure abortion remains safe and legal,ò said Staci Fox, CEO 
of Planned Parenthood. ñFor now, our doors are open for the many patients who need access to care.ò  

PARKING from page 1 
Because of this major gap in prices it leaves  
students and faculty to wonder where the money 
from parking goes. According to Triton Superinten-
dent, Brian Forget, the money collected from park-
ing fees goes toward general funds at the school. 
       ñWhile there is no one that wants to charge the 
fees, we simply haven't found a way to recoup the 
money we would lose if we were to remove fees 
altogether,ò said Forget. 
     Forget has pushed for the price to be decreased, 
and he has discussed with the community how to 
change the way students are allowed to pay. 
      In efforts to try to raise money for events such 
as prom, junior-senior breakfast, and others. the 
junior class recently set up a day for students to 
paint their parking spots. However, according to 
junior class advisor and science teacher, Ms. Jamie 
Richards only a small number of students have 
signed up. This seems to be the result of the high 
cost of parking, so some students donôt have a spot 
to paint.  

     ñWe decided to create the fundraiser because 
many students wanted to paint their parking spots. 
Although, the price of a parking pass and painting a 
parking spot is costly, students donôt realize this is 
the lowest price we can charge in order to make a 
profit,ò said Richards. 
     Some local schools in the area, such as Ames-
bury and Newburyport High School allow seniors to 
paint their parking spots before the first day of 
school, which inspired Triton to use the idea as a 
way to raise money for the junior class. However, 
along with the cost of a parking spot students must 
pay $25 to paint their spots and supply their own 
paint. The lack of students painting a parking spot is 
likely due to the fact that students are not willing to 
pay over $200 for painting a parking spot.  
     Babine and others have grown weary of paying 
parking fees because the school doesnôt inform them 
of where there money is going. They wonder why 
the school needs to charge so much for parking on 
top of other student fees and expenses.  

Students rehearse for the fall plays (Mailhoit photo). 


