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By MarkAnthony Glickman & Kyle Noonan 
Staff Writers 
As the sun rises, the light shines off the new chrome sign ñPine Grove 

Schoolò at the front entrance of the building. The sun bursts through the glass 
wall, lighting up the entrance of the main hallway. The light shows a new and 
bright beginning for Pine Grove Elementary School. 
ñThe school is very open and uplifting with all the sunlight the building lets 

in,ò said Principal Christine Kneeland. 
PGS has been going through a remodeling since April of 2018 and has been 

finishing up in October of 2019. The school has had so many changes that it 
looks brand new.  
The process for PGS to get remodeled has been long and tedious with the 

project breaking ground in the spring of 2018. The project was broken up into 
phases where the building was remodeled section by section, so classes could 
still be in session. One of the struggles was having to relocate classrooms con-
stantly throughout the remodeling. 
ñJust keep your eye on the prize,ò was what Principal Kneeland would tell 

the staff throughout the renovations.  
Some of the biggest renovations to the school were to the gym, library, and 

cafeteria. The gym has brand new flooring, basketball hoops, and a fantastic 
viking logo in the center of the court. The library has brand new furniture and 

three flat screen TVs, one of which is interactive and functions like a Smart-
board. The cafeteria has the best kitchen in the district now with an all new setup 
and equipment. Included in the cafeteria, visitors will find a new theater stage.  
ñEvery classroom I walked into had new technologyò, said Triton senior and 

former Pine Grove student Jack Niska. All over Pine Grove there is new technol-
ogy. There are multiple flat screens located throughout the building to help fac-
ulty and students learn new material. Each grade has a common area with an 
interactive flat screen TV and carts filled with Chromebooks for the kids to use 
for learning. 

 The new technology also gives the teachers new ways to have an interactive 
classroom and get all the students involved in the curriculum. ñ The students 
having access to new computers makes it a much easier time getting work done 
online with all the access they have,'' said Head of Library Media Julie Stafford. 
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Renovated Pine 
Grove Reopens 

The new front of Pine Grove Elementary School shines during a recent visit by 
the Triton Voice (Photo by MarkAnthony Glickman). 

The new gymnasium floor in the school (Photo by MarkAnthony Glickman). 

By Sophia Mailhoit 
Staff Writer 
Kind, dedicated, 

passionate, hard work-
ing, energetic, compas-
sionate, and positive: 
these are just a few of 
the words new kinder-
garten teacher Paul 
Whiteôs colleagues have 
used to describe him.  
ñPine Grove hit the 

jackpot when we hired 
him,ò said Nicole LaPer-
riere, the vice principal 
of Pine Grove. 
Many first graders 

don't know what they 
want to be when they 
grow up, but for White, 
this was not the case.  
ñWhen I was in first 

grade I had a teacher who set me on this 
path, showing me how exciting learning can 
be,ò said White. 
In junior high and high school, White 

worked at summer camps with 5ï to 7-year -
olds. He would then go on to study teaching 
at the University of Maine, Farmington. Af-
ter graduating, he taught in Maine for 23 
years before becoming the only male kinder-
garten teacher at Pine Grove Elementary. 
In the United States there are about 

700,000 preschool and kindergarten teach-
ers. Of those teachers, only 2.3 percent of 
them are male, according to the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. Some may think that 
there is a stigma surrounding male teachers 
in a kindergarten classroom. White, howev-
er, has found the opposite.  
ñI've had numerous supportive families 

who are excited to have their children in my 
classroom,ò said White. ñFor some students, 
I have been the positive male role model 
they've needed as they are coming from a 
single-parent household.ò 

  As the only male kindergarten teacher 
at Pine Grove, Whiteôs position brought 
about a change in the school that can really 
benefit students in the community. 
ñI think it's unusual to have a male kin-

dergarten teacher and I think it's great for 
our school," said Melissa Gagnon, a kinder-

Kindergartenôs Newest Mister 
PGS hits the ójackpotô with Mr. Paul White 

garten teacher at Pine Grove. "I think that 
having different role models is a great idea.ò 
Whiteôs passion for teaching the newest 

generation is evident simply by the smile on 
his face when he talks about his career.  
ñI feel like (at) that age they are still at 

an early age of learning where everything is 
exciting and everything is brand new to 
them,ò said White. ñI love being able to see 
that excitement in their eyes or just have an 
opportunity to teach them something new.ò 
The people around White have come to 

know him as someone who can really con-
nect with his students, which when talking 
about kindergarteners can be something that 
is rather difficult.  
ñI remember going in there and he was 

reading a story, usually I walk in and they 
notice me and some of them make eye con-
tact. Not when he's reading a story. The kids 
are just pinned on him,ò said LaPerriere. 
For his students he has one piece of ad-

vice that he wants them to take all the way 
to graduation. 
ñThe biggest piece in thinking about 

education is to know that at times it's going 
to be hard work, and not to give up,ò said 
White. ñMy former principal before I came 
here used to say óYes school is supposed to 
be fun, but at times school's not going to be 
fun.ôò 

Kindergarten teacher Mr. Paul White stands in his new Pine Grove 
classroom (Mailhoit photo). 

By Cam Jolivet 
Staff Writer  
Students going to survey the marsh, stu-

dents making their own personal house 
online, students doing their taxes in con-
sumer math. These are all examples of PBL 
or ñproject based learning.ò 
ñA lot of the learning is directed by stu-

dent interest without a preset outcome. One 
of the big differences between doing project 
work and doing project based learning work 
is that there is not a preset outcome and the 
learning takes place through the base of the 
course of the project.ò said Patrick Kelley, 
''It's not what you would typically invision 
where you learn a topic and then produce a 
project as your product of learning at the 
end.ò   
Mr. Kelley is a new face at Triton High 

School, and he has brought new ideas for 
the school. He is one of the main activists 
pushing for more PBL in the school system. 
PBL is the idea to replace standardized test-
ing with more projects to increase students 
problem solving skills.  
One person who agrees with Kelley 

about project based learning is Thomas 
Horsley, environmental and marine biology 

teacher. Horsleyôs aim is to give students 
the opportunity to put classroom content in a 
real-world and meaningful way.   
ñI want you all to experience Environmental 
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Project-Based Learning Comes to THS 
Teachers urged to use more PBL activities in classes 

Math teacher Mr. Matt Haley demonstrates 
PBL in class (Jolivet photo). 


